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1.X56978,  PRIVATE  .ILLIAI  COOK.  D-tails,  2/10 
Field  Ambulance,  being  duly  sworn,  states? 

I  am  1.156978,  Prjvate  V/illiam  Cook  of  Details, 

2/10  Field  Ambulance • 

I  was  a  member  of  the  original  Details  of  2/10 
Field  Ambulance  which  was  sent  to  RAEAUL,  sailing  from  here  on 
the  12th  Larch,  1941 ,  and  I  remained  with  the  Field  Ambulance  in 
LEV.  ERITAL.  until  the  evacuation. 

I  was  present  with  the  Field  Ambulance  when 
orders  were  given  on  the  22nd.  January,  1942,  at  about  1500 
hours  for  the  hospital  to  be  evacuated  from  LALAHULA  to  the 
VUKAPOPE  Uission  site,  I  assisted  during  the  movement  of 
patients  and  equipment,  I  was  in  charge  of  the  Isolation 
Dysentery  ward  at  I.AaA.KULA,  and  afterwards  at  VUIiAPOPE. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  January,  at  about 
0600  hours  I  received  orders  from  La.l»r  F&imer,  0,C.  of  the 
Ambulance,  for  the  evacuation  of  the  Ambulance  personnel  to 
^ liALAEUWG A , /  It  was  understood  that  all  sick  and  wounded  patients 
were  being  left  at  VUi.Al  OrE ,  and,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
looked  after,  volunteers  from  the  Ambulance  personnel  were 
called  for  to  remain  to  look  after  tne  patients,  and  from  those 
who  volunteered,  two  were  chosen  -  Private  Lax  Langdon 
and  Corporal  L.  Hudson,  In  addition  to  our  own  military  patients 
who  were  being  left  behind,  I  know  that  the  following  civilian 
personnel  also  remained  at  VURAPOFE  when  our  party  left,  that  is, 
two  civilian  medical  assistants  from  the  RAPENDIK  Native  Hospital 
two  male  members  of  the  Public  ileal th  Department  and  seven 
civilian  nurses  from  the  RABAUL  District,  together  with  a  few 
civilians  whose  names  I  do  not  recall. 

At  about  0700  hours  a  convoy  of  the  Details  of 
the  2/10  Field  Ambulance  left  from  VUHAPOPE,  and  the  party 
proceeded  towards  LALABUNGA. 

Just  before  we  got  to  LALABUHGA,  we  met  a  party 
of  troops  with  a  patient  who  had/ftroken  leg.  We  took  him  on  to 
iiALABUKGA  with  us.  At  ilALABULGA,  Lajor  Palmer  divided  us  into 
two  parties.  Five  of  the  Details  of  the  2/10  Field  Ambulance, 
two  of  the  Dental  Unit  and  one  civilian  stayed  at  LALABUKGA. 

The  rest  of  the  party  proceeded  towards  the  coast,  I  stayed  with 
the  first  named  party. 

During  the  afternoon,  two  members  of  the  Dental 
Unit  and  a  civilian  made  off,  leaving  us,  with  the  permission 
of  Captain  Robertson  who  was  in  charge  of  that  party.  About  an 
hour  later  one  of  the  Dental  party  returned.  During  the 
afternoon,  Japanese  planes  flew  very  low  overhead,  and  the  same 
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the  next  morning,  so  Captain  Robertson  decided  to  push  on.  One 
of  the  2/10  -  the  Dental  Unit  man  who  had  returned  -  volunteered 
to  stay  behind  with  the  patients.  Captain  Robertson,  Robert 
Hennessey  and  Pearsall  and  myself  then  moved  off  towards  the 
south  coast  at  about  midday  on  Saturday  the  24-th.  We  proceeded 
to  LARIi'iGI  MISSION  where  our  party  caught  up  with  Major  Palmer 
and  the  bulk  of  the  details  of  the  2/10  Field  Ambulance.  There 
were  also  other  troops  in  this  body  and,  after  we  arrived,  the 
total  strength  would  be  about  18.  From  here  the  party  moved  on 
under  arrangements  supervised  by  Major  Palmer  in  parties  of 
varying  numbers,  each  party  being  separated  some  distance  from 
the  other.  I  was  in  one  of  the  leading  parties,  and  Major 
Palmer  with  a  party  brought  up  the  rear  to  watch  for  stragglers 
and  to  generally  supervise  and  control. 

/  About  the  29th  my  party  arrived  at  ADLER  BAY 

and  we  stayed  there  for  three  days. 

The  first  party  to  leave  ADLER  BAY  was  Captain 
Robertson's  comprising  two  of  the  2/10,  one  man  temporarily 
attached  to  the  2/10,  with  Captain  Robertson.  They  left  about 
the  morning  of  the  31st.  January.  Another  party  of  three  left 
on  the  Saturday  night,  and  six  of  us  left  on  the  Sunday  morning, 
all  making  in  the  direction  of  WIDE  BAY.  Major  Palmer  with  his 
party  which  consisted  of  a  Sepge.ant  and  a  Private  went  by 
another  track  right  round  ADLER  BAY.  He  moved  off  on  the 
Sunday  morning  and  on  Monday  morning,  2nd.  February,  we  caught 
up  with  the  two  men  who  were  with  Major  Palmer,  they  having 
waited  behind  for  us.  That  was  about  a  day's  journey  from  TOL. 

The  next  day  -  the  2nd.  February  -  we  continued 

I  towards  TOL.  At  this  stage  we  saw  the  Japanese  landing  craft 
at  about  0900  hours  proceeding  towards  TOL,  although  we  did 
not  know  that  at  the  time.  We  then  left  a  notice  on  a  piece  of 
paper  on  a  bush  on  the  track  warning  any  troops  following  that 
the  Japanese  had  been  seen. 


On  Wednesday  the  4th,  when  going  along  the 
track  at  about  0930  hours,  we  met  Staff  Sergeant  Bower  of  the 
2/22  Battalion.  He  informed  us  that  the  Japanese  had  left  TOL, 
but  not  to  move  on  until  he  made  sure.  He  went  on  ahead  -  on 
reconnaisance .  We  waited  just  off  the  track,  f*ur  of  us  having 
a  game  of  cards  and  the  other  four  cooking  some  food.  Our  first 
intimation  that  the  Japs  were  there  was  when  the  four  who  were 
cooking  ran  past  us,  muttering  "The  Japs  are  on  us."  We  were  at 
the  edge  of  the  jungle.  I  myself  ran  into  the  jungle  and  hid. 

I  saw  my  seven  mates  walk  out  with  their  hands  up,  so  I  went 
back  with  them.  This  was  roughly  about  IO30  hours.  We  were 
taken  to  the  main  track  under  a  party  of  Japanese  in  charge  of 
whom  was  a  Sergeant.  He  indicated  by  signs  that  he  v/as  a  Sergean 

We  were  searched  for  firearms  and  were  allowed  t 
sit  down  awaiting  the  rest  of  the  Japanese  party.  Small  parties 

£ 
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of  Jot  -  ose  came  up  with  us  with  other  prisoners  until  there  war 
I  23  prisoners  in  all. 

...  identification  discs  were  taken.  By  an 

officer  we  were  given  a  book  in  which  to  sign  our  names  and 
numbers . 


.  .  iihen  the  party  was  about  to  move  off.  another 
Australian  soldier  crawled  up  to  us,  allowing  signs  of  fatigue, 
and  complaining  of  hunger.  We  were  told  to  treat  him,  and  two 
of  our  men  were  detailed  to  carry  him.  The  rest  of  us  carried 
ammunition  and  a  fev/  rilles  which  the  Japanese  had  capture# 


About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  along  the  track,  the 
two  who  were  carrying  the  patient  were,  by  signs,  told  to  leave 
him  on  the  ground,  and  we  were  marched  off,  a  Japanese  soldier 
S  behind  with  the  patient.  Shortly  after,  the  Japanese 

soldier  caught  up  with  us,  and  we  saw  no  more  of  the  patient. 

Just  before  reaching  TOL,  a  civilian  European 
policeman  from  LABAUL  and  another  soldier  were  added  to  our 
party,  making  it  25  9II  told.  On  arriving  at  TOL,  the  Jaranese 
soldiers  were  allowed  to  ransack  cur  packs  and  to  search  for 
anything  which  may  have  been  of  value  to  them.  Lings  and  watches 
were  taken  from  us. 

were  told  to  put  everything  out  of  our 
pockets  on  to  the  ground,  and  our  pay  books  were  collected.  They 
then  tied  our  hands  behind  o  r  backs  with  fishing  cord,  and  we 
were  tied  together  in  parties  of  twos  and  threes.  They  then 
separated  from  us  the  European  member  of  the  police  force.  They 
then  took  off  our  tin  hats,  and  as  we  were  marched  off,  they  were 
questioning  the  member  of  the  police  force.  They  marfehed  us  to 

»AS.fwtation  about  half  a  mile  from  T0L  in  the  direction  of 
HaBAUL.  We  were,  by  signs,  t®ld  to  sit  down  on  a  slight  rise  on 
the  track  leading  into  the  plantation,  with  our  tack  towards  the 
.  plantation.  At  this  stage  we  protested  against  the  treatment, 
as  we  were  of  the  Led  Cross,  and  each  of  us  wore  a  Led  Cross  arm 
band.  The  officer-in-charge  just  ripped  our  arm  bands  off  our 
sleeves  and  kept  them  in  his  hand. 

They  started  to  take  the  men  down  the  track  in 
parties,  but  the  first  man  was  taken  down  separately.  Then  we 
followed  in  groups  of  two  or  three.  I  was  in  the  second  last 
party  consisting  of  three.  There  were  two  in  the  last  party. 

.  .  .  .  officer ,  by  signs,  asked  us  would  we  sooner 

be  bayoneted  or  shot.  We  asked  to  be  shot.  We  were  taken  down 
tne  track.  When  we  reached  the  bottom  of  the  track,  three  other 
Japanese  with  fixed  bayonets  intercepted  us  and  walked  behind  us. 
lha  first  blow  knocked  the 
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They  then  stabbed  us  in  the  back  with  their  bayonets,,  The  first 
blow  knocked  the  three  of  us  to  the  ground*  Our  thumbs  were  tied 
behind  our  bucks  and  native  lap  laps  were  used  to  connect  us 
together  through  our  arms.  They  stood  above  us  and  stabbed  us 
several  more  times.,  I  received  five  stabs r  I  pretended  death 
and  held  my  breath* 

$  The  Japanese  then  walked  away,  The  soldier  who 

was  lying  next  tc  me  groaned.  One  Japanese  came  back  and  stabbed 
him  again,  I  could  not  hold  my  breath  any  longer,  and  when  I 
breathed  he  hoard  io  and  stabbed  me  another  six  timesc  The 
last  thrust  went  through  my  ear,  face  and  into  my  mouth,  severing 
an  artery  which  caused  che  blood  to  gush  out  of  my  mouth ,  He 
then  placed  cocoanut  fronds  and  vines  over  the  three  of  us,  I 
lay  there  and  heard  the  last  two  men  being  shoto 

I  lay  there  for  approximately  one  hour,  when  I 
decided  to  try  tc  escape,  I  untied  the  cloth  which  connected 
me  with  the  ocher  two  and  walked  towards  the  sea,  which  was  about 
50  yards  away.  After  a  few  steps,  I  collapsed.  It  seemed  only 
a  short  time  before  I  regained  consciousness  *  I  then  tried  to 
saw  the  bonds  from  my  thumbs  on  the  iron  heel  of  my  boot,  but 
could  not  do  so  because  my  thumbs  were  swollen.  After  a  short 
while,  I  managed  to  get  my  leg  between  my  two  hands  and  I  chewed  a4 
the  knot  until  it  became  undone c  I  then  walked  towards  the 
beach,  I  made  bt  way  along  the  beach,  walking  as  much  as  possible 
in  the  water  to  avoid  leaving  traces  of  blood  and  at  the  same 
time  bathing  my  back  in  the  salt  water.  Just  at  dusk  I  sighted 
the  smoke  of  a  camp  firo  in  the  jungle  near  the  beach,  and  made 
towards  it. 

After  about  10  hours  -  as  far  as  I  can  gather  - 
I  rested  as  near  as  I  could  judge  near  to  where  the  firo  was  and 
had  a  few  hours  sleep.  When  I  awoke  I  found  the  path  leading 
towards  this  camp,  ar.d  I  followed  it  and  found  a  small  party 
of  soldiers  camped  there,,  Colonel  Scanlan  was  in  charge  of  this 
party,  I  told  him  what  had  happened,  and  he  dressed  two  of  my 
wounds,  not  having  sufficient  material  to  do  the  rest. 

I  was  allowed  to  sleep  for  a  few  hours,  and 
when  I  awoke  I  was  given  some  food  to  eat  and  then  sent  from  there 
along  the  track  with  a  native  to  find  another  party.  Before 
meeting  up  with  anybody  else,  the  native  left  me  and  I  walked  0 
short  distance  and  went  into  the  bush  for  a  rest. 

Shortly  afterwards  a  party  of  three  soldiers  came 
along  the  track,  I  attracted  their  attention  end  after  a  short 
conversation  we  decided  to  climb  the  mountains  so  as  to  go  around 
the  Japanese  at  XOL.  After  a  week  spent  trying  to  climb  the 
mountains  we  finished  uf  exactly  where  we  started.  Then  a  native 
told  us  the  Japanese  had  left  and  offered  to  guid  us  to  the  next 
mission.  Wo  passed  through  TOL  till  we  came  to  a  bjg  river  and 
were  taken  across  by  canoe  and  landed  on  a  small  island.  Wo 
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stayed  there  for  the  night  end  next  morning  were  making  arrange¬ 
ments  with  ether  natives  who  had  come  along  in  the  meantime  to 
make  a  raft  and  so  to  cross  another  river « 

Just  then,  a  Japanese  cruiser  was  sighted 
coming  into  TQL,  so  y/e  s'vam  on  to  the  mainland  and  went  bush  for 
a  while,  We  met  another  party  of  soldiers  ^nd  the  four  of  us 
kept  on.  Eventually  I  met  up  with  Iicjcr  Palmer*  That  was  about 
the  end  of  Feoruary,  and  rrern  chen  on  I  was  with  his  party  until 
the  evacuation.  We  came  out  from  the  South  Coast, 

£;_J COUl.l ;  After  shaming  dead  st  TOL,  on  your  escape  did  you 

see  any  dead  bodies  of  other  Australian  soldiers? - Yes,  I  saw 

three.  I  did  not  see  others  on  account of  tne  parties  being  taken 
to  separate  parts  of  the  plantation. 

You  do  not  know  tho  names  of  any  of  these  three? — he,  I  do  not. 

Was  there  anything,  to  you  knowledge,  done  by  our  troens  when 
taken  prisoner  to  warrant  this  massacre?— Definitely  not, 

(sgd)  WX56978 

Pte ,  W ,  Cook 
5/6/42 . 


Certified  true  copy 

(sgd)  T.  F,  ilornane  Lieut  .Col, 
Australian  Military  Forces, 
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^  -^'•''Ov  '  Vv,*'  (.'  n  vt*/.N\H^-  v  .a«>^ 

? -* *  i?- pj & $\c 

'  n  "  *#Ar  **6r  *►  ^  A  *>-  s4 : 

“  f-4  "  ~  n  >-  tr  ^Kiv^nC©  4-vT  ,{*&§£ 
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N  % 


v/.n< ■•.,«!to  k  ','C: ^  «.  ^  -./a^VrV ^ 
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